Revolutionary and lately a lieutenant, managed to cut
their way to Irkutsk
The track was blocked by the Czechs' trains, made up
of wagons decorated with branches of fir-trees and
portraits of their 'Little Father5 Masaryk, and carrying
trophies and souvenirs work-benches dismantled m
factories in the Urals, pianos found in country-houses,
pictures, motor-boats, jewellery
Astray somewhere in the midst of the Czechs' trains
crawled the special train of the Supreme Regent, who
had stayed in Omsk after his officials had left With him
Kolchak had his personal guard, his new prime minister,
and the Russian gold reserve
It was winter, and the track was all snow Corpses
hung from telegraph posts, and birds crowded the wires
The Whites' authority stopped at the verge of the forests
on either side of the ballast Their territory covered an
area two thousand five hundred miles long, but only a
few hundred yards wide Nothing was left of the flagship
but a raft
At Nijm-Udmsk the representatives of the Allies
guaranteed Kolchak free passage eastwards on condition
that he agreed to leave his escort behind Henceforth he
travelled almost alone The ti icolour, the Stars and Stnpes
and the Union Jack floated over this coach, side by side
with the Japanese and Italian flags
Irregulars were coming out of their lairs Communist
organizations had mobilized their members The workers
were taking up arms In the presence of this uprising,
generals became converts to democracy, the Czechs pro-
claimed their neutrality, and the Socialists themselves de-
cided to act
From a few hundred miles westwards, the Fifth Red
army started flowing along the Trans-Siberian railway
As it passed, the waves of the Soviet Republic closed over
the thin stop of White territory.
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